Use of the tyrosinase gene from Streptomyces to probe promoter sequences for Escherichia coli.
We have constructed a promoter-probe vector utilizing the expression of a promoter-less tyrosinase derived from Streptomyces plasmid pIJ702. The vector, pMX100, has single sites for EcoRI, KpnI, BamHI, XbaI, SalI, and SphI for cloning promoter sequences. When the tac promoter was inserted into pMX100, E. coli harboring the chimeric plasmid produced the melanin pigment.